MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 (OB-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
, , urs U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control 
n umber. 


Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSUJ^E 
STATEMENT BY APPLIC/ 

Date Submitted: 

(use as many sheets as necfl^foflBL \ Vd 


JSheet 


of 



Complete if Known 


plication Number 


ing Date 


st Named Inventor 


oup Art Unit 


xaminer Name 


Attorney Docket Number 


10/815,972 


April 2, 2004 


Satoshi NISHll et al. 


3747 


Unassigned 


023971-0396 


| U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No. 1 

U.S. Patent Document 

Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 

Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

Number 

Kind 
Code 2 (if 
known) 


A1 

6,598,585 

B2 

SCHWEINZER ETAL. 

07-29-2003 




A2 

2002/0078921 

A1 

KIM ET AL. 

06-27-2002 




A3 

6,499,456 

B1 

NOGI etal. 

12-31-2002 




A4 

2004/0065297 

A1 

SAKAI ET AL. 

04-08-2004 




A5 

2004/0065296 

A1 

ARIMATSU ETAL. 

04-08-2004 



A6 

2002/0020389 

A1 

WOLTERS 

02-21-2002 



U.S. PATENT APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No. 1 

U.S. Patent Application 
Document 

Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 

Filing Date of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

Serial Number 

Kind 
Code 2 (if 
known) 


A7 

10/816.001 


SAKAI et al. 

04-02-2004 



A8 

10/815,974 


SAKAI 

04-02-2004 



A9 

10/815,969 


TOM I NAG A etal. 

04-02-2004 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 1 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No. 1 

Foreign Patent Document 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 

Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where 
Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Office 

3 Number 4 K j^ C 
(if kno 

ode 5 
wn) 


ft 

it** 

A10 

JP 

2002-54535 

A 

HITACHI LTD. 

02-20-2002 


Abs. 



A11 

JP 

6-159079 

A 

FUJI HEAVY IND. LTD. 

06-07-1994 


Abs. 



A12 

JP 

6-159203 

A 

FUJI HEAVY IND. LTD. 

06-07-1994 


Abs. 



A13 

JP 

2001-193469 

A 

FEV MOTORENTECH 
GMBH 

07-17-2001 


Abs. 



A14 

JP 

2001-248484 

A 

HITACHI LTD. 

09-14-2001 


Abs. 



A15 

JP 

61-98919 

A 

MAZDA MOTOR CORP. 

05-17-1986 


Abs. 



A16 

DE 

102 04 768 

A1 

AVL LIST GMBH 

08-29-2002 


Abs. 



A17 

DE 

101 63 284 

A1 

HYUNDAI MOTOR 
COMPANY 

07-25-2002 


Abs. 



A18 

GB 

2 283 058 

A 

FUJI JUKOGYO 
KABUSHIKI KAISHA 

04-26-1995 





A19 

EP 

1 108 878 

A2 

FEV MOTORENTECHNIK 
GMBH 

06-20-2001 


Abs. | 



A20 

EP 

1 223 329 

A2 

NISSAN MOTOR CO,, 
LTD. 

07-17-2002 




A21 

EP 

1 006 265 

A1 

HITACHI, LTD. 

06-07-2001 




Examiner 
Signature 


Date 

Considered 


17] 


o 


1 


] 


•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Unique citation designation number. a See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation Is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 


